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Introduction

The Walton County Public Library System (WCPLS) is committed to providing a safe and productive
environment for all library patrons, including access to the internet. To ensure the responsible and
safe use of the internet within the library premises, WCPLS has established this Internet Safety
Policy.

Filtered Internet Access

W(CPLS provides filtered internet access through its Wi-Fi network and library computers. The
purpose of these filters is to protect minor patrons from access to inappropriate, explicit, or harmful
content in accordance with the federal Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) (Pub. L. 106-554).
Library users should be aware that it is impossible for any filter to be 100% effective in blocking all
content it is intended to block. The filter may also inadvertently block some websites that do not
contain such material.

Patrons over the age of 18 can ask library staff to temporarily disable the filters for bona fide
research or other lawful purposes. Filters will not be disabled for patrons under 18 years old.

Responsibility of Parents and Guardians

Parents and guardians are responsible for supervising the internet usage of their children while at
the library. Library staff cannot act as a substitute for parental supervision.

By allowing their children to use the library’s computers or connect to the Wi-Fi, parents and
guardians are acknowledging their responsibility for monitoring their child's online activities and
ensuring they adhere to this Internet Safety Policy.

Acceptable Use

Patrons are expected to use the internet in a manner that respects the rights and privacy of others.
Engaging in any behavior that is disruptive, offensive, or harmful to others is strictly prohibited.

Patrons must use library internet resources for legal and ethical purposes. No library user shall use a
library computer or internet for any unlawful activity, and/or for unauthorized activity, including but
not limited to:



 Viewing, printing, or distributing obscenity or child pornography, or materials harmful to minors, as
defined and prohibited by Chapter 847, Florida Statutes;

¢ Intentionally disrupting or interfering with other computer or network users, services, or
equipment; unauthorized use of a public computer (i.e., use of another person’s login credentials or
appropriating another person’s internet session), including hacking, as defined and prohibited by
Chapter 815, Florida Statutes;

¢ Using, disclosing, or disseminating personal identification information of a child without the
authorization of a Parent/Caregiver;

¢ Mishandling, damaging, or attempting to damage computer equipment or software; tampering
with computer or network settings;

¢ Interfering with computer network/system operations, integrity, or security;

¢ Engaging in any activity that is deliberately offensive or creates an intimidating or hostile
environment;

¢ Stalking, harassing, sexually harassing, or threatening physical violence as described in the Library
Acceptable Behavior Policy; and

¢ Using internet access to transmit or display materials harmful to minors, obscene, threatening or
harassing materials, unsolicited email, or online harassment through use of email, messaging,
texting, images, or any other electronic means.

e Making unauthorized copies of information protected by copyright. Unauthorized copying or
distribution of copyrighted materials without the permission of the copyright holder is prohibited by
17 U.S. Code, section 107. Legal responsibility of unauthorized copying lies with the library user.

Patrons should be aware that the library's network is not a secure environment, and privacy cannot
be guaranteed. It is advisable not to share personal or sensitive information while using library
computers or Wi-Fi.

Enforcement

Library staff members are authorized to intervene if they observe violations of this Internet Safety
Policy. Violation of this policy may result in the suspension or revocation of internet access
privileges within the library. Additionally, illegal activities may be reported to the appropriate
authorities.
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Questions and Reporting

If patrons have questions about this Internet Safety Policy or require assistance with internet use,
they should ask library staff for guidance. Patrons who encounter inappropriate content or have
concerns about the library's internet resources should immediately inform library staff.

Disclaimer

Library users should be aware that internet sites may contain inaccurate, misleading, illegal,
outdated, and/or potentially offensive material. Library users must accept responsibility for the
information they retrieve through their internet usage. The Walton County Public Library System
does not endorse the viewpoints or ensure accuracy of any information obtained through the
Internet. The library assumes no responsibility for any damages, direct or indirect, arising from the
use of the library’s technology resources to access the internet.
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